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States members of the international travel
and tourism industry (other than those de-
scribed in section 2(b)(1)(C) or (H)) rep-
resented on the Board in proportion to their
share of the aggregate international travel
and tourism revenue of the industry. The
Corporation shall be responsible for
verifying, implementing, and collecting the
assessment authorized by this section.

(b) INITIAL ASSESSMENT LIMITED.—The Cor-
poration may establish the initial assess-
ment after the date of enactment of the
Travel and Tourism Promotion Act at no
greater, in the aggregate, than $20,000,000.

(c) REFERENDA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation may not
impose an annual assessment unless—

(A) the Corporation submits the proposed
annual assessment to members of the indus-
try in a referendum; and

(B) the assessment is approved by a major-
ity of those voting in the referendum.

(2) PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS.—In con-
ducting a referendum under this subsection,
the Corporation shall—

(A) provide written or electronic notice not
less than 60 days before the date of the ref-
erendum;

(B) describe the proposed assessment or in-
crease and explain the reasons for the ref-
erendum in the notice; and

(C) determine the results of the referendum
on the basis of weighted voting apportioned
according to each business entity’s relative
share of the aggregate annual United States
international travel and tourism revenue for
the industry per business entity, treating all
related entities as a single entity.

(d) COLLECTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall es-
tablish a means of collecting the assessment
that it finds to be efficient and effective. The
Corporation may establish a late payment
charge and rate of interest to be imposed on
any person who fails to remit or pay to the
Corporation any amount assessed by the Cor-
poration under this Act.

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Corporation may
bring suit in Federal court to compel compli-
ance with an assessment levied by the Cor-
poration under this Act.

(e) INVESTMENT OF FUNDS.—Pending dis-
bursement pursuant to a program, plan, or
project, the Corporation may invest funds
collected through assessments, and any
other funds received by the Corporation,
only in obligations of the United States or
any agency thereof, in general obligations of
any State or any political subdivision there-
of, in any interest-bearing account or certifi-
cate of deposit of a bank that is a member of
the Federal Reserve System, or in obliga-
tions fully guaranteed as to principal and in-
terest by the United States.

SEC. 7. OFFICE OF TRAVEL PROMOTION.

Title IT of the International Travel Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2121 et seq.) is amended by in-
serting after section 201 the following:

“SEC. 202. OFFICE OF TRAVEL PROMOTION.

‘‘(a) OFFICE ESTABLISHED.—There is estab-
lished within the Department of Commerce
an office to be known as the Office of Travel
Promotion.

*“(b) DIRECTOR.—

‘(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Office shall be
headed by a Director who shall be appointed
by the Secretary.

‘(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Director shall
be a citizen of the United States and have ex-
perience in a field directly related to the
promotion of travel to and within the United
States.

*(3) DuTIES.—The Director shall be respon-
sible for ensuring the office is carrying out
its functions effectively and shall report to
the Secretary.

“‘(c) FuNcTIONS.—The Office shall—
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‘(1) serve as liaison to the Corporation for
Travel Promotion established by section 2 of
the Travel Promotion Act of 2009 and sup-
port and encourage the development of pro-
grams to increase the number of inter-
national visitors to the United States for
business, leisure, educational, medical, ex-
change, and other purposes;

“(2) work with the Corporation, the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Home-
land Security—

‘“(A) to disseminate information more ef-
fectively to potential international visitors
about documentation and procedures re-
quired for admission to the United States as
a visitor;

‘(B) to ensure that arriving international
visitors are generally welcomed with accu-
rate information and in an inviting manner;

‘“(C) to collect accurate data on the total
number of international visitors that visit
each State; and

‘(D) enhance the entry and departure expe-
rience for international visitors through the
use of advertising, signage, and customer
service; and

‘“(3) support State, regional, and private
sector initiatives to promote travel to and
within the United States.

“(d) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Within a year
after the date of enactment of the Travel
Promotion Act of 2009, and periodically
thereafter as appropriate, the Secretary
shall transmit a report to the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, the Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs, the Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations, the
House of Representatives Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, the House of Represent-
atives Committee on Homeland Security,
and the House of Representatives Committee
on Foreign Affairs describing the Office’s
work with the Corporation, the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to carry out subsection (c)(2).”.

SEC. 8. RESEARCH PROGRAM.

Title IT of the International Travel Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2121 et seq.), as amended by
section 7, is further amended by inserting
after section 202 the following:

“SEC. 203. RESEARCH PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Travel and
Tourism Industries shall expand and con-
tinue its research and development activities
in connection with the promotion of inter-
national travel to the United States, includ-
ing—

‘(1) expanding access to the official Mexi-
can travel surveys data to provide the States
with traveler characteristics and visitation
estimates for targeted marketing programs;

‘(2) expanding the number of inbound air
travelers sampled by the Commerce Depart-
ment’s Survey of International Travelers to
reach a 1 percent sample size and revising
the design and format of questionnaires to
accommodate a new survey instrument, im-
prove response rates to at least double the
number of States and cities with reliable
international visitor estimates and improve
market coverage;

‘“(8) developing estimates of international
travel exports (expenditures) on a State-by-
State basis to enable each State to compare
its comparative position to national totals
and other States;

‘“(4) evaluate the success of the Corpora-
tion in achieving its objectives and carrying
out the purposes of the Travel Promotion
Act of 2009; and

‘“(5) research to support the annual reports
required by section 202(d) of this Act.

“(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Commerce for fiscal years
2010 through 2014 such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out this section.”.
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SA 1348. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 1347 pro-
posed by Mr. DORGAN (for himself and
Mr. ROCKEFELLER) to the bill S. 1023, to
establish a non-profit corporation to
communicate United States entry poli-
cies and otherwise promote leisure,
business, and scholarly travel to the
United States; as follows:

At the end of the amendment, add the fol-
lowing:

This section shall take effect 5 days after
enactment.

SA 1349. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment S. 1023, to
establish a non-profit corporation to
communicate United States entry poli-
cies and otherwise promote leisure,
business, and scholarly travel to the
United States; as follows:

At the end of the language proposed to be
stricken, insert the following:

This section shall take effect 4 days after
the date of enactment.

SA 1350. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment S. 1349, pro-
posed by Mr. REID to the bill S. 1023, to
establish a non-profit corporation to
communicate United States entry poli-
cies and otherwise promote leisure,
business, and scholarly travel to the
United States; as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘“4” and insert
“37.

SA 1351. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1023, to estab-
lish a non-profit corporation to com-
municate United States entry policies
and otherwise promote leisure, busi-
ness, and scholarly travel to the United
States; as follows:

At the end insert the following: This sec-
tion shall become effective 2 days after en-
actment of the bill.

SA 1352. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 1351 pro-
posed by Mr. REID to the bill S. 1023, to
establish a non-profit corporation to
communicate United States entry poli-
cies and otherwise promote leisure,
business, and scholarly travel to the
United States; as follows:

Strike ‘2"’ and insert “‘1”

SA 1353. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 1352 pro-
posed by Mr. REID to the amendment
SA 1351 proposed by Mr. REID to the
bill S. 1023, to establish a non-profit
corporation to communicate TUnited
States entry policies and otherwise
promote leisure, business, and schol-
arly travel to the United States; as fol-
lows:

Strike ‘1’ and insert ‘‘immediately”’

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Commitee

on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-

sions be authorized to meet during the



S6854

session of the Senate on June 19, 2009,
at 10:30 a.m. in room 325 of the Russell
Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MIAMI DADE COLLEGE LAND
CONVEYANCE ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 814 and that the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 814) to provide for the conveyance
of a parcel of land held by the Bureau of
Prisons of the Department of Justice in
Miami Dade County, Florida, to facilitate
the construction of a new educational facil-
ity that includes a secure parking area for
the Bureau of Prisons, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read a
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements related to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 814) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 814

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Miami Dade
College Land Conveyance Act’.

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF BUREAU OF PRISONS
LAND TO MIAMI DADE COUNTY,
FLORIDA.

(a) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—The Attorney
General shall convey, without consideration,
to Miami Dade College of Miami Dade Coun-
ty, Florida (in this section referred to as the
““College”), all right, title, and interest of
the United States in and to a parcel of land
held by the Bureau of Prisons of the Depart-
ment of Justice in Miami Dade County, Flor-
ida, consisting of a parking lot approxi-
mately 47,500 square feet and located at 35
NE 2 Street, for the purpose of permitting
the College to use the parcel as a site for a
new educational building that includes a
parking area, of which not less than 118 se-
cure parking spaces shall be designated for
use by the Bureau of Prisons of the Depart-
ment of Justice.

(b) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—If the Attor-
ney General determines at any time that the
real property conveyed under subsection (a)
is not being used in accordance with the pur-
pose of the conveyance specified in such sub-
section, all right, title, and interest in and
to the property shall revert, at the option of
the Attorney General, to the United States,
and the United States shall have the right of
immediate entry onto the property. Any de-
termination of the Attorney General under
this subsection shall be made on the record
after an opportunity for a hearing.

(c) SURVEY.—If the Attorney General con-
siders it necessary, the Attorney General
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may have the exact acreage or square foot-
age and legal description of the land to be
conveyed under subsection (a) determined by
a survey satisfactory to the Attorney Gen-
eral. The College shall bear the cost of the
survey.

(d) EXEMPTION.—Section 102(2)(C) of the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)) shall not apply to the
conveyance of land under subsection (a).

RECOGNIZING THE DEMOCRATIC
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PEO-
PLE OF ALBANIA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 80, S. Res. 182.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 182) recognizing the
democratic accomplishments of the people of
Albania and expressing the hope that the
parliamentary elections on June 28, 2009,
maintain and improve the transparency and
fairness of democracy in Albania.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to this measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 182

Whereas the people of Albania have made
extraordinary progress from authoritarian
government and a closed market to a demo-
cratic government and market economy in
less than two decades;

Whereas the Republic of Albania, with the
advice and consent of this Senate and the
governments of the other member countries,
was officially admitted to full membership
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
on April 2, 2009;

Whereas the Thessaloniki Declaration of
2003 confirmed that the countries of the
Western Balkans are eligible for accession to
the European Union once they have fulfilled
the requirements for membership; and

Whereas the Government of Albania has
accepted numerous specific commitments
governing the conduct of elections as a par-
ticipating state in the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE): Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges the Government of Albania to ful-
fill the commitments it has made to the
OSCE with respect to the conduct of its up-
coming elections, and to ensure that those
elections are free and fair;

(2) urges the Government of Albania to ex-
pedite the implementation of its voter iden-
tification card program to minimize the pos-
sibility of disenfranchisement and provide as
many cards as possible to eligible voters
prior to the election;

(3) commends the positive step taken by
the Government of Albania to reduce the
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cost of the voter ID card significantly and
avoid charges of a poll tax; and

(4) expresses its hope that credible demo-
cratic elections in Albania will contribute to
a strong and stable government responsive
to the wishes of the people of Albania and
strengthen Albania’s standing within NATO
and European institutions.

————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR ALL
IRANIAN CITIZENS WHO EM-
BRACE THE VALUES OF FREE-
DOM, HUMAN RIGHTS, CIVIL LIB-
ERTIES, AND RULE OF LAW

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
193, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 193) expressing sup-
port for all Iranian citizens who embrace the
values of freedom, human rights, civil lib-
erties, and rule of law, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, the reso-
lution I submitted, on behalf of myself,
Senator LIEBERMAN and others, is ex-
actly the same as has been introduced
by Congressmen BERMAN and PENCE in
the House of Representatives. It is the
exact same resolution. It expresses sup-
port for all Iranian citizens who em-
brace the values of freedom, human
rights, civil liberties, rule of law, and
for other purposes.

The resolution expresses its support
for all Iranian citizens who embrace
the values of freedom, human rights,
civil liberties, and the rule of law, and
for other purposes. It condemns the on-
going violence against demonstrators
by the Government of Iran and
progovernment militias as well as the
ongoing government suppression of
independent electronic communication
through interference with the Internet
and cell phones and affirms the uni-
versality of individual rights and the
importance of democratic and fair elec-
tions.

Basically, what this is is a resolution
that has been introduced in both
Houses, which affirms America’s funda-
mental respect and commitment to
human rights, to people no matter
where they reside in the world.

It is unfortunate, in a way, that this
resolution is required since the admin-
istration does not want to ‘“‘meddle,”
and the President has refused to speak
out in support of these brave Iranian
citizens, most of them young, who are
risking their very lives to protest what
was clearly an unfair and corrupt elec-
tion.

What we are seeing in Iran today is
sort of a sequence of events that should
worry all of us who have watched this
before. The demonstrators, some beat-
en, some Kkilled, the Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei calls together the partici-
pants in the election and then says
there should be no more demonstra-
tions and strong action will be taken.
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